WEDNESDAY 


Japan broadcasts false alert 
N. Korea missile warning retracted 
within minutes. — International, 5A 
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Top choice meat 


Roasts of Tuscany made the same way 
for hundreds of years. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Wanding Yang, author 
of a case study on a 34-year- 
old British man who spent 
a week in the hospital after 
rupturing the back of his 
throat by trying to suppress 
a sneeze, said the man al- 
ways tried to hold them back 
because he believes sneezes 
are “very unhygienic.” 

E Darrin Lavallee, 46, of 
Webster, Mass., arrested on 
larceny charges, put out or- 
ange traffic cones to warn 
passing drivers about open 
manholes in the street when 
he stole seven heavy-duty 
metal covers, which were 
later recovered at a salvage 
yard, police said. 


E Eric Rivera-Valdez, 39, 
who used fake names and 
altered fingerprints while 
on the run from New Hamp- 
shire authorities for 16 years, 
was captured just across the 
state line in Methuen, Mass., 
when police arrested him on 
fugitive and drug trafficking 
charges. 


E Kimberly Flamm, a 
restaurant owner in Fargo, 
N.D., apologized for telling 
a breast-feeding mother to 
leave, despite a 2009 state 
law allowing women to 
breast-feed in public if they 
do it “in a discreet and mod- 
est manner.” 


E John McNally, a magis- 
trate judge in Butler County, 
Ohio, set bail totaling more 
than $1 million for Donald 
Gazaway, 31, who was arrest- 
ed after firing as many as 30 
shots while using a 10-year- 
old boy as a shield during a 
hostage standoff that lasted 
about 30 hours, police said. 


E Adam Smith, Atlanta’s 
former chief procurement 
officer who assisted an on- 
going FBI investigation into 
City Hall corruption, was 
sentenced to 27 months in 
prison and fined $25,000 af- 
ter being found guilty of ac- 
cepting bribes in exchange 
for city contracts. 


H Jeffrey Thomas, 50, who 
jumped from an upper-floor 
window and claimed a non- 
existent gunman was inside 
holding children hostage, 
was charged with conceal- 
ing a death after police in 
Rockwood, Mich., found his 
girlfriend’s body inside the 
house wrapped in a sheet 
and plastic. 


E Tony Lethbridge, 51, 
hired a helicopter on a 
hunch to find and rescue his 
17-year-old son, Samuel, who 
didn’t return from a night 
out with friends in Newcas- 
tle, Australia, with the pilot 
and the teen’s uncle spotting 
his car from the air nearly 30 
hours after he crashed into 
scrub brush along a highway. 


Early deadlines 


Because of inclem- 
ent weather, deadlines 
were earlier than usual 
for today’s edition, and 
some late news and 
sports scores may not 
be included. 
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Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen told lawmakers un- 
der oath Tuesday that she “did not hear” President Donald Trump 
disparage African countries with a vulgar term at an Oval Office 


meeting, but said Trump and others used tough language. 
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Short-term funding 
back on GOP agenda 


Move meant to avert shutdown by Friday 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Re- 
publican leaders in Con- 
gress are angling for another 
short-term funding measure 
to avert a government shut- 
down at the end of the week 
and, at the same time, trying 
to keep a dispute over immi- 
gration separate from their 
attempts to reach agreement 
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Trucks back up on Interstate 40 for several miles Tuesday morning after snow and ice caused an 
accident on l-40 near Kerr Road in Lonoke County, blocking both westbound lanes for several 
hours. Half the state was blanketed in snow overnight, and, with bitter cold settled in, icy roads will 


remain a problem, officials said. 


Article, 1B 


On snow day, many pupils go 
to school at home in state first 


CYNTHIA HOWELL 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Tuesday was not only a 
snow day for students and 
teachers in many Arkansas 
school districts but also their 
first work-from-home day. 

Students and teachers 
in 166 districts and charter 
schools with state-approved 
alternative instruction plans 
had schoolwork to do to 
avoid being declared “ab- 


sent” — even though their 
campuses were closed for 
the day because of the fro- 
zen precipitation that swept 
large swaths of the central, 
south and east portions of 
state overnight. 

Act 862, passed by law- 
makers last year, authoriz- 
es public school districts 
and public open-enrollment 
charter schools to develop 
“Alternative Methods of In- 


A DAY IN THE POOL 


Democrat-Gazette 
jumps in deep end 


Agenda hectic, reporter on run 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

WASHINGTON — You 
can’t squeeze a thousand re- 
porters into the Oval Office, 
so the White House uses a 
pool system instead. 

When the president 
greets a head of state or 
otherwise opens his office 
to visitors, a small team of 
newspaper, radio and televi- 
sion journalists often gets to 
capture the moment. They 


are pool reporters. 

Pool members share their 
reports with other news or- 
ganizations. The emphasis is 
on speed, not eloquence. 

The White House posts 
a rotation at the start of 
the month, long before the 
president’s schedule has 
been finalized. Big news 
organizations — The New 
York Times, The Washington 
Post, The Wall Street Journal 

See POOL, Page 2A 


The agenda was busy. It included a meeting with 
a visiting head of state, a speech to Republican 
women leaders, a briefing by President Donald 
Trump’s physician and a daily news conference. 


struction” plans for use on 
days when school is canceled 
because of emergency or ex- 
ceptional circumstances. The 
166 participants in the pro- 
gram came from a field of 
the approximately 250 school 
districts and charter schools 
in the state. 

The law allows up to 10 
days of alternative instruc- 
tion per year, but the Arkan- 

See SNOW DAY, Page 6A 
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Pope Francis greets some of the 400,000 jubilant Chileans who turned out Tuesday in Santiago 
for the pope’s first outdoor Mass on his trip to Chile, in the same park where St. John Paul II 
celebrated Mass three decades ago. In an address to lawmakers, Francis begged forgiveness 
regarding past molesting of children by priests and vowed to ensure it would not happened 


on spending priorities. 

With government funding 
set to expire at the end of the 
day Friday, Republican lead- 
ers are weighing a bid to ex- 
tend it until Feb. 16, a person 
familiar with the negotiations 
said. They also are consider- 
ing attaching legislation that 
would reauthorize the Chil- 
dren’s Health Insurance Pro- 
gram, the person said. 

Democrats say the bur- 


den is on President Donald 
Trump to help break the 
stalemate after he rejected a 
bipartisan proposal to shield 
young illegal immigrants 
from deportation and ignit- 
ed anger by reportedly dis- 
paraging Haiti and African 
nations. Democrats want to 
attach such an immigration 
measure to the must-pass 
spending bill, an idea House 

See SPENDING, Page 4A 


Arkansans tell 


‘Trump: 


Do no 


harm to trading 


Hutchinson, firms say pact 
with Canada, Mexico crucial 


NATHAN OWENS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


ROGERS — Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson and Arkansas 
business leaders on Tuesday 
sent a unified message to the 
Trump administration about 
pending trade negotiations: 
Change is fine, but do no 
harm to the state’s trading 
relationships with Mexico 
and Canada. 

“We need to have an out- 
come that is consistent with 
North American trade that 
is free of unfair trade barri- 
ers,” Hutchinson said. “It’s so 
important for our rice, our 
poultry, for our soybeans, 
for all our commodities in 
Arkansas.” 


Hutchinson spoke about 
the state’s relationships 
with Canada and Mexico at 
a conference at the Arkansas 
World Trade Center in Rog- 
ers. A sixth round of negoti- 
ations over the North Ameri- 
can Free Trade Agreement is 
scheduled next week. 

Representatives from 
the Arkansas Farm Bureau 
and state-based companies 
Wal-Mart, Tyson Foods and 
Riceland attended the con- 
ference. The regional con- 
suls general of Canada and 
Mexico also attended. 

The NAFTA trading bloc 
between the United States, 
Canada and Mexico was es- 

See TRADE, Page 6A 


House panel issues 
Bannon subpoena 


Earlier he resists Trump-work queries 
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WASHINGTON — A 
House panel questioned 
former White House chief 
strategist Steve Bannon on 
Tuesday, days after his be- 
ing quoted in a book that he 
sees the president’s son and 
others as engaging in “trea- 
sonous” behavior for taking 
a meeting with Russians 
during the 2016 campaign. 

But Bannon refused to 
answer questions from the 


Celebration and contrition 


again. Three more Catholic churches were burned overnight. 


House Intelligence Commit- 
tee about his time working 
for President Donald Trump, 
provoking a subpoena from 
the panel’s Republican chair- 
man. 

The committee chair- 
man, Rep. Devin Nunes of 
California, issued the sub- 
poena after Bannon refused 
to answer questions about 
his time on the presidential 
transition or his work in the 
Trump White House, Nunes’ 
spokesman said. It was un- 

See BANNON, Page 4A 
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